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Same things – different names

● Sibiu, Hermannstadt, Nagyszeben,            
Sibiň, Cibinium...

● Karol Józef Wojtyła, Andrzej Jawien,        
Beatus Ioannes Paulus PP. II...

● football, soccer, futbolas, futbal,                 
fotbal, kopaná, nogomet...



  

One name – different written forms

Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci

Leonardo da Vinci

Leonardo, da Vinci

Da Vinci, Leonardo

Леонардо да Винчи

Λεονάρντο ντα Βίντσι

ליאונרדו דא וינצ׳י

列奥纳多 ·达 ·芬奇

レオナルド・ダ・ヴィンチ

 ሊዮናርዶ ዳቬንቺ

  ලියනාෝඩාෝ ඩා විනෝසි



  

Example:

Searching for artefacts adherent to the 
capital city  of former Austria-Hungaria



  

Wien (German name)

60.699 results



  

Bécs (Hungarian name)

7.285 results



  

Vídeň (Czech name)

7.311 results



  

Viena (Romanian name)

8.496 results



  

(Yiddish name) וויען

1 result



  

Authority files as a connection point

Čapek, Karel, 1890-1938

Τσάπεκ, Κάρελ, 1890-1938Tchápek, Karel, 1890-1938

卡雷尔 ·恰佩克 , 1890-1938

Plocek, Karel, 1890-1938 Vašek, Karel, 1890-1938

Čapekas, Karelas, 1890-1938

1890-1938צ'אפק, קארל ,



  Presented as a startup project at CIDOC 2008 (Athens)...



  

Scope

● To design such an extension of National 
Authority Files which could be able to satisfy 
specific needs of museums.

● Facilitate the event-centric, CIDOC CRM 
fashioned, usage of authorities.

● Set the infrastructure for museum authority 
interlayer up and working.

● Prepare the methodics for deployment of 
authorities in museum documentation



  

Museum authority files -  
workpackages

1)  Analysis of the structure and processing modes of 
National Library's authorities.

2)  Description of the desired state requested for 
museums, identification of incoherencies.

3)  Designing of the „museum layer“ accommodating the 
supplemental data fields for museum use.

4)  Generation of the workflow and connectors for 
communication with existing National Library's authorities.

5)  Preparation and certification of methodics for curatorial 
use of authority files.



  

Registry of Fine Arts Collections

late 70's – progressive formation of centralised 
union catalogue for all state galleries,

1990 – major political changes, Regional Galleries 
Dept. of National Gallery in Prague disbanded,

from 90's – intensification of exhibition activities, 
common need for cooperation among galleries, 
revival of the union catalogue idea,

2008 – joint project of Association of Galleries of 
Czech Republic & CITeM



  

Objectives

● revival of valuable card-index and its update,

● fully computerised on-line system, no paperwork more,

● centrally managed (National Gallery in Prague under the 
supervision of Association of Galleries of Czech Republic),

● direct data acceptance from local instances of collection 
management systems

● strong tools for identification, coping with synonyms and 
different written forms of names and terms,

● optional cooperation of curators in content creation (profiles 
of authors, artistic groups, schools, artwork descriptions...),

● simple, robust, extensible, foolproof, easy to maintain...



  

local cleanup

↓

datasets merging

↓

deduplication

26 galleries 82.100 works of art from 6.500 artists
(ca ½ of them newly contributed to librarians' authorities)

… and still growing



  

Duplicities in merged datasets
(~ ca ⅓ of imported personal names !)

 Pitterman - Longen Emil Artur
(1 gallery)

 Pitterman-Longen Emil Artur
(1 gallery)

 Pittermann-Longen Emil Artur
(6 galleries)

 Longen (Pittermann) Emil Artur
(2 galleries)

(known also under two pseudonyms, surname sometimes misspelled as 
Longhen, three different birthdates indicated in various sources...)

„One name – different written forms“ problem again !



  

Authority files as a connection point

Čapek, Karel, 1890-1938

Τσάπεκ, Κάρελ, 1890-1938Tchápek, Karel, 1890-1938

卡雷尔 ·恰佩克 , 1890-1938

Plocek, Karel, 1890-1938 Vašek, Karel, 1890-1938

Čapekas, Karelas, 1890-1938

1890-1938צ'אפק, קארל ,



  

Web search interface to authorities



  

Web search interface to authorities



  

Web search interface to authorities



  



  



  



  



  



  

Search results from the Czech National Authority Database



  



  

Search results from the Union Catalogue of the Czech Republic



  



  

Search results from one of the renowned private databases



  



  



  



  

Provisional Z39.50 client for editation of authority records



  

Updated authority editor

Authority record  with base
data & extended info on tabs

Pop-up form activated with click
on „+“ in „Studium“ (Study) tab
allows linking the record to places
(study locations), corporations
(schools, artistic groups),
characters (teachers, colleagues).



  

XML structure of the authority record

combines CIDOC CRM tags
with MARC XML / AACR2



  

Authority controlled museum documentation
(two different approaches)

Authorities are the source of 
terms used for scientific 
description of museum object.
(instead of using the free text or 
vocabularies of collection management 
systems)

- higher demands on the discipline of 
curators, slowness

+ high accuracy, curators can 
cooperate on the creation of authorities 
while documenting museum objects

Authorities are used for 
postprocessing of already 
existing datasets.

(via manual or semiautomatic creation 
of authority linked metadata)

- detachment of authority creation 
and its use, it is challenging to get the 
feedback from the use of authorities to 
their creation, higher error rate,

+ effective automatic processability 
of large and older datasets = one and 
only viable alternative for large 
datasets



  

Information's way out of the museum
(archaic web concept)

collection objects

documentation

curatorial interpretation & description

data reuse

web content



  

Information's way out of the museum
(„Web 1.5“ + first use of authorities)

collection objects

documentation

curatorial interpretation & description

storytelling, contextualisation
authority

files

web content



  

Information's way out of the museum
(Web 2.0 + massive use of authorities)

collection objects

documentation

curatorial interpretation & description

storytelling, contextualisation
authority

files

web content

mashup, reframing, paraphrasing



  

Information's way out of the museum
(Web 3.0 - ubiquitous authoritative linkage)

collection objects

documentation

curatorial interpretation & description

storytelling, contextualisationauthority
files

web content

mashup, reframing, paraphrasing



  collection objects

web content (incl. documentation & authority files)

interpretation & description

storytelling, contextualisation

mashup, reframing, paraphrasing

objects hoarding, collections dusting,
providing raw data



  

distributed objects & knowledge interpretation

description

storytelling

contextualisation

mashup

reframing

paraphrasing

reuse



  



  

Project:

National authority files in museum environment – 
interoperability with National Library of Czech Republic

Duration: 2007 - 2011

State funding provider: Ministry of Culture of Czech Republic

Total project cost: 3 193 000 CZK (~ EUR 132 410)

Principal investigator: Zdeněk Lenhart
Other investigators: Zdeněk Bartl, David Cigánek, Jarmila Podolníková

any proposals for future co-operation are highly welcome...

david.ciganek.net www.citem.cz


